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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated July 9, 2002, applicants provisionally elect 
Group I, claims 1-25 and 84. Applicants traverse because they believe that claims 86-92, 
from Group V, should be examined with Group I. 

The examiner contends that "Group[s] ll-V recite distinct materials and/or method 
steps that are neither required nor recited in the... Group I" claims, and that the groups in 
question "lack the same or [a] corresponding technical feature" (page 3). Applicants 
submit, however, that the examiner has misjudged the nature of the technical relationship 
that illuminates technical features that are common to Groups I and V. 

According to the relevant PTO rule, "a national stage application containing claims 
to different categories of invention will be considered to have unity of invention if the 
claims are drawn" to, inter alia, a "product and process of use of said product." 37 CFR 
§1 .475(b)(2). In the present instance, the Group I claims relate the use of "a targeting 
vector" to modify a "foreign chromosome," via "homologous recombination" (claim 1). 
The Group V claims are directed to just such a "targeting vector," which is comprised of a 
"sequence derived from a human chromosome," thus targeted thereto, and "a recognition 
sequence for a site-directed recombination enzyme" (claim 86). 

The combined use of a targeting vector and a foreign chromosome (say, a human 
chromosome out of its normal setting) defines "a contribution which each of the claimed 
inventions" of these groups "makes over the prior art." 37 CFR § 1.475(a). Accordingly, 
-the-Group I ancUGroup^V-ciaims-^are— so^nked-as-to^orm_a_singLe_geaeral_inv_entiv_e_ 
concept" (/</.), fulfilling the requirement for unity of invention. 
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For this reason. Applicants request that the examiner remove the restriction as to 
Group V and consider claims 1-25, 84, and 86-92 in this prosecution. In any event, 
Applicants reserve the right to file a divisional application covering the subject matter of 
the non-elected claims. Receipt of the initial Office Action on the merits is awaited. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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